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While in France Law spent some time at St. Gcrmains-en-Layc, whero
Louis XIV's generosity bad assigned the exiled English King James II ait
estate and an allowance to maintain himself and the members of his Court
who had followed him across the Channel at the Revolution. Any sym-
pathies which the Scotsman may have had with the fallen monarch uuist
assuredly have been dulled by the conditions which he found there.
Although situated in the most delightful surroundings a Few miles from
the most attractive capital city on the Continent, the place was beset with an
intolerable atmosphere of gloom and mutual recrimination. Like Louis,
the ex-King of England had become intensely religious, and his suite was
infested with priests who occupied all the best accommodation. Indeed the
chateau strongly resembled a monastery, and there were no loss than three
plaees of worship within its walls. James indulged in the most severe
spiritual exercises and mortified his flesh with such repeated fastings and
floggings that eventually the courtiers and even the priests wens obliged to
interfere and restrict his austerities. In the words of lus principal bio-
grapher, lie had 'turned St. Gerniains into a sort of solitude\
One August afternoon in 1698 the exiles emerged from their retreat and
drove over to St. Cloud to attend the christening of tho Duke of Clwrtreis's
second daughter. It is possible that Law was among those who made the
journey from St. Gel-mains to witness this spectacle, and James's lean
features may have reminded him of his friend the Groom-Porter and lot-
tery promoter as they did Matbew Prior, who lias left a eharnelerislit;
account of it 1 saw King James and his Queun\ wrote Prior nfter-
wards 'and there was nothing so odd as to see tho Duke of Berwick
and Lord Middlcton traversing tho gallery on one side, and I and
Lord Reay of the good Mackay brood on the other side, each looking on
the other with an air of civility mixed with contempt The gentlemen Ins-
longing to the Duke d'Orleans and Chartres were embarrassed enough lo^
call him one moment 'Le Roy cTAnglvtem* to them and speak to we next
of 'Le Roy Jacques9. It was, as most human things are, a farce ridiculous
enough. King James looks mighty old and worn, and stoops in his shoul-
ders ... You never saw such a strange figure as the old bully is, lean, worn
and riv'led not unlike Neale the projector. The Queen looks very melan-
choly, but otherwise well enough. Their equipages are all very ragged
and contemptible.'
Living in the neighbourhood of St. Germains at this time was an